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IMMEDIATELY UM LAW SCHO O L  APPOINTS DIREC T O R  jonkel/jg
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION OF 1/6/78
MON T A N A  DEFEN D E R  PROJECT state + cs +
M I S S O U L A ---
John W. McDonald Jr., L i v i n g s t o n , has been app o i n t e d  d i r e c t o r  of the Civil Rights 
Division of the M o n t a n a  Defe n d e r  Project at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Mon t a n a  law school.
McDonald is r e s p o nsible for aiding M ontana State Prison inmates who have civil 
rights complaints. He will fulfill a U.S. Supreme Court mandate that requires states to 
give prisoners access to the courts.
For several years the law school's Mo n t a n a  Defen d e r  Project has p r o v i d e d  services 
to inmates at the state p e n i t e n t i a r y  in Deer L o d g e . And as part of the school's clinical 
training program, third-year law students do thorough factual and legal research under 
the supervision of faculty members.
"The Mo n t a n a  Defender Project has taken a great burd e n  off the state," according 
to Law School Dean Robert Sullivan. "Without these services, p r i v a t e  attorneys and 
investigators would have to be hired. At a rate of $35 an hour, for the 250 cases the 
law school h andled in 1976-77, the cost to the state wou l d  have been $170,000."
David Patterson, law p r o f e s s o r  and former d irector of the Project, will continue 
to supervise the criminal law d ivision of the program. Also p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the 
clinical training programs are Fran Conte, assistant p r o f e s s o r  of clinical training, and 
James Ranney, director of the M o n t a n a  Criminal Law Information Research C e nter on campus.
McDonald, who has been a memb e r  of the Livingston M o n t a n a  firm of M c D o n a l d  and 
Blackwood, is a 1961 graduate of the UM law school. He was the deputy county attorney 
in Park County from 1965-1975 and was a faculty m e m b e r  in the University's School of 
Business Admin i s t r a t i o n  from 1961-62. He served as president of the Park-Sweet Grass Bar 
Association in 1976-77 and was judicial district vice p r e s ident of the Mon t a n a  Bar 
Association from 1969-72. He is mar r i e d  to A nn L. McDon a l d  and has two children.
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